
 

 

This is an example of a 300-word Why essay. The author explains how he came to understand the college 

and its educational and experiential opportunities. Davidson gave him a scholarship. 

 

A liberal arts college? I didn’t even know what that was until my dad suggested we stop by 

Davidson on our college tour. 

 

Upon stepping out of the car, I marveled at the atmosphere. In fact, the ease in which I 

imagined myself at Davidson took me by surprise. I had to come back. So I gushed with 

excitement upon receiving acceptance to July Experience. 

 

Living at Davidson for three weeks gave me valuable insight on what it would be like to 

attend the college for my undergraduate years. The small class sizes made it extremely easy to 

bond with my professors and understand their individual personalities. The expertise with 

which each professor conducts the class allows the students to explore introspectively and 

apply the material to everyday situations. After my experience at Davidson, I realized that a 

liberal arts education is optimal for my undergraduate experience. 

 

Davidson does not only satisfy my intellectual thirsts, but it also meets my idea of fun. During 

July Experience, I was exposed to Davidson traditions that showed me exactly how fun 

campus life could be. Flickerball and Summer Frolics are two of the many aspects which 

exemplify the brilliant as well as frivolous Davidson student body. 

 

I can see myself as a member in the Davidson class of 2019, laughing and maintaining the 

perfect equilibrium between course requirements and court parties. 

 

Although I was unsure about a liberal arts college before, I now know that Davidson offers a 

comprehensive education that will not only challenge my intellectual ability, but also give me 

some of the best memories of my life. Its campus, faculty, and student body shape the exact 

surroundings in which I will merge. 

  



 

 

This is an example of a Northwestern Why essay. This essay continues the open, light-hearted voice of the 

author’s Personal Statement. Note that the essay speaks about the things that this author likes about the 

school, including the idea of off-campus education and inspiration.  

 

Creating the best version of myself requires embracing diversity. It starts with academics. One 

obvious thing that makes Northwestern unique is its quarter system, which invites so many 

opportunities for broad-based education. When I think of more classes, I don’t think of more 

work. I think of more chances to pique my interest. I’m the kid in the candy store who wants 

an unlimited budget. 

 

Although I haven’t seen enough of the academic world yet to make the most informed 

decision about my future, my current interests in economics, history, legal studies and biology 

lead me towards the College of Arts and Sciences. Here, I can pursue diverse academic 

interests while developing passions that I cannot envision today.  

 

Of course, education occurs in more places than just the classroom. High school has allowed 

me to “play a part” in the performing arts. Being zany by nature, I look forward to 

investigating many extracurriculars in college, but Sketch Television has caught my eye. 

 

I am also a MASSIVE sports fan, always immersing myself in sports culture. Northwestern’s 

D1 teams – sorry, Ivy League – will fuel my fanaticism. To me, Big Ten football, basketball, 

and soccer are extremely exciting and, of course, I do like purple. 

 

Given that Northwestern is located right outside of Chicago, I will be able to experience 

culture that is unavailable in Lakeland, Florida. Second City comedy, the Chicago Theater, The 

Art Institute … they all call to me. Also, I’ve had Pizzeria Uno, but I need Lou Malnati’s!  

 

Why Northwestern? I thrive in diverse environments, and this is one of NU’s strengths. Your 

website practically screams diversity, yet I saw this for myself when I visited Evanston and 

toured the campus. Call it my intuition, but I believe that Northwestern offers me the greatest 

opportunity to grow.  

  



 

 

This is another Northwestern Why essay. Obviously, this is a very different perspective than the prior 

essay. 

 

I have a fundamental interest in understanding the human condition. My thoughts sometimes 

go towards the 1957 film Funny Face, in which the Parisian Professor Flostre coined the term 

“empathicalism”- the ability to understand and experience the feelings of others. As that 

philosophy suggests, a well-rounded perspective has its foundation in an open mind.  

 

When I consider Northwestern, I think of broad-based knowledge in a wide range of studies. 

My love of learning ignores boundaries, preferring everything from literature to history to 

science. Northwestern’s quarter system will allow me to take more classes and explore a 

variety of themes. By delving into my wide-ranging interests at the Weinberg School of Arts 

and Sciences as a Science in Human Culture major, I can develop in both the sciences and the 

liberal arts to gain a greater understanding of human needs and potential.  

 

Outside of the classroom, I place great emphasis on community service. In high school, I 

started a chapter of UNICEF in order to make a difference on a local and larger scale. My 

leadership role is not something I will leave behind when I go to college. From the 30-hour 

dance marathon to the Freshman Urban Program, I hope to be a part of the NU’s spirit and 

dedication to diving into activities that match our interests. 

 

Northwestern means something personal to me, both from my time there and from the 

potential I envision. At the two-week National Student Leadership Conference that I attended 

on campus, I felt NU’s focus on diversity firsthand, encountering the variety of background, 

interests, and beliefs that shape the Northwestern experience. I hope to challenge my 

preconceptions about the world and expand my intellectual and cultural horizons, and at 

Northwestern, I also hope to share my ideas and efforts with others. 

  



 

 

Another Northwestern “Why” sample, written by a student with diverse interests, including food and 

food science along with his more “academic” paths. 

 

I was the kid in the candy store. Actually, my stores were ice cream shops, where I sampled 

every glorious flavor. In high school, I was the student who loved STEM but had a passion for 

debate, policy discussions, and student government. I signed up for tennis, badminton, 

football, and basketball…all at the same time. Sorry, Oxbridge, but I relish variety. 

   

Northwestern shares my enthusiasm for variety. Its quarter system and interdisciplinary 

structure give me the opportunity not only to take more classes, but also to understand how 

coursework intersects across departments. 

 

I am interested in the engineering and communications dual degree program. When my team 

and I built our school’s first hydroponics farm, I caught a glimpse of how effective 

communication is essential to success, even in engineering. The process of approval involved 

brainstorming, pitching ideas to the school board, designing an aesthetically pleasing technical 

structure, and attracting sponsors. 

  

My education, however, will extend beyond the classroom walls. With Chicago just 30 minutes 

away, I will never be short of inspiration. The architecture and life at The Art Institute, 

Millennium Park, and Shed Aquarium will help me generate ideas for projects. Plus, as a 

major foodie, I have found that some of the best lessons are consumed in one bite (or more). 

My bucket list includes comparing and contrasting Chicago deep dish pizza (is Lou Malnati’s 

really the best?), wolfing down Portillos’ Italian beef (with hot sport peppers), and of course 

indulging in the famous Chicago-style hot dogs. On campus, I’m going to be heavily involved 

in clubs – I like to be involved – but I can’t wait to feel the excitement of big-time (Big Ten) 

football and Northwestern’s other D1 sports.  

 

My sampling is no longer limited to ice cream. To me, Northwestern is the world’s greatest 

buffet line.  

 

 

  



 

 

This author understands NYU’s global perspective and shows his own through a personal experience 

abroad. 

 

While most high school students study college rankings, I based my college search off a 

memory of being in Biarritz, France. 

 

During a study abroad program, I was speaking to a group of French teenagers I had just met. 

Even though I was born in France, I have a completely different cultural background, being 

raised as an American, knowing only English from birth. My ability to speak in their language 

was not natural, but rather learned solely through study in high school and “perfected” via 

earlier conversations during that trip. I still stay in touch with them through Facebook, and we 

actually write each other. Real-life experiences combine with study to help break down 

invisible barriers and bring people together. 

 

Thus, when considering universities, I have looked for a place that not only emphasizes a 

diverse global mindset, but also tangibly puts it into practice. In an ever-globalizing world, I 

know that any future will require not only an understanding of the international community, 

but also first-hand experience with it, something that NYU provides automatically. No other 

university offers the strength of global reach like NYU. The university's physical connection to 

the world starts with its three campuses and multiple study abroad locations, but the 

borderless international perspective and diversity of the student body fosters a truly global 

experience. I look forward to taking advantage of NYU’s global mindset, both in Manhattan 

and by studying abroad.  

 

More specifically, I am drawn to business, which I view not just as a money generator, but as a 

venue for people to share their passions and talents with others. I have closely witnessed this 

with my employer, the owner of a small business, who fosters her love of organic food while 

also creating a source of income to support her family. So my choice is not just about NYU; it’s 

also about Stern. 

 

I am particularly drawn to Stern’s business program because of its focus on connecting 

business studies with other disciplines. For example, the Social Impact Core is an exciting 

aspect of Stern, allowing students to study business not just in theory, but in the context of 

real-world societal impacts. Even with NYU’s global mindset, Stern’s location in the heart of 

one of the world’s major cities allows for easy access to top tier internships and important 

global events. 

 

Why NYU? Because NYU does not believe in barriers. 

  



 

 

This is another NYU example, showing the student’s understanding and desire for a borderless education. 

 

To understand how I choose a college, you must first understand my multifaceted interests. 

Broad-based and stubbornly refusing to give away my interests in favor of some career 

“passion,” I want to learn more, not focus on less. I am interested in comic books and 

documentaries; Asian, Russian and American history; trivia and physiology; screenwriting, 

the make-or-break marketing of trailers, and the historical development of successful film 

series; economics, journalism, and philosophy. If there’s one matrix for my nature, it’s 

observation and commentary on the human condition. 

 

Why NYU’s College of Arts and Sciences? My plan is to feed all of my known and newfound 

crazes, creating a foundation for my future upon the widest possible array of knowledge. 

 

NYU understands me, too, or at least I understand NYU. It starts with the university’s global 

prevalence. While American education remains elite, the real gain will come from the 

universal development of my vantage point. I hope to major in international affairs, and to 

study or minor in Chinese and Russian culture and language and economics. NYU’s extensive 

undergraduate foreign opportunities will allow me to learn about Asian studies in the most 

effective way possible – by immersing me in the middle of Shanghai.   

 

I grew up localized, lacking significant exposure to eastern culture. Perhaps this is why I 

became intellectually ravenous after AP Comparative Government gave me a small taste. I 

went out of my way to begin learning Mandarin and made weekly trips to Barnes and Noble 

to pick up yet another historical account of Chinese succession, especially the Han dynasty. 

Yet books, documentaries, and Rosetta Stone can get you only so far. Take me to Shanghai, 

and I am illiterate and unknowledgeable of every relevant thing. This is what I want - no, what 

I need - and New York University can give it to me.  

 

I refuse to settle until I understand it all, and only NYU can give me the borderless academic 

access that I need to pursue and develop my unbounded interests.  

  



 

 

This is another NYU Why example. Despite the “I love New York” point of view – which NYU does not 

like – this essay demonstrates the student’s understanding not only of NYU’s curriculum, but also of 

NYU’s community-minded foundation. 

 

I have always imagined myself going back to New York to study, even when I had no idea 

what I wanted to study. New York is my home; I grew up there, and my father attended NYU. 

When I visit family in the area, I always feel a strong connection to the city and the people in it. 

I feel at home.  

 

As a musician and teacher, NYU Steinhardt offers me a unique experience to study music 

education. I have worked with music directors across my county in different middle schools 

and high schools to learn more about what being a music teacher is really like. With this 

background, my research into NYU Steinhardt has failed to disappoint. NYU Steinhardt’s 

holistic approach to music education gives me a broad-based opportunity to expand my skills 

and love for teaching music. With New York at my disposal, I will have numerous chances to 

learn from talented professional musicians from around the world.  I also appreciate NYU’s 

commitment to public service: I volunteer frequently at a local middle school with their 

beginner band class, tutoring young music students, and I look forward to continuing my 

efforts outside the classroom. 

 

Ultimately, I need to return to New York so that I can earn not just a fine education, but also a 

global perspective.  There are prestigious music programs at many colleges, but for me, 

nothing fits better than NYU’s combination of holistic education in the classroom, responsible 

service in the community, and global perspective. 

  



 

 

Here is another NYU example, one which harnesses the author’s personal multi-cultural experience, 

which fits well with NYU’s global outreach.  

 

I am strangely fortunate to see the destitution of my homeland. It has taught me perspective.  

 

Every time I step out of the airplane onto Pakistani soil, one thing is clear: poverty is rampant. 

Just taking luggage from the baggage claim involves fending off hordes of beggars who all 

want to “help” or clean the car. By the time I get to my Aunt’s house in the heart of Islamabad, 

a route of only 35 kilometers, I have encountered gaggles of young children swarming our car 

asking for money to feed themselves. Then I arrive and see a community of rich Pakistanis, 

who live in comfort and luxury, often with servants. I am lucky to be amongst the luckiest in 

Pakistan, fed the freshest of fruits and extravagant home-cooked meals. It is humbling not to 

be hungry here.  

 

There is a rigid dichotomy between the peoples of Pakistan, and when I look at the gap, the 

thing I see causing this power imbalance is education, or the lack of it. My parents always 

taught me the value of an education, citing illiteracy and ignorance as the reasons why the 

country of their birth is so riddled with problems. Sometimes it feels like I won the lottery just 

having been born in America. My trips to Pakistan, like my work as a tutor, have taught me 

that education is the key to enlightenment. I am happy to share my wealth, whether rupees or 

knowledge. Yet I always feel as though I get much more in return from my students and peers 

than they do from me. This makes me want to do more. Whenever I return to Pakistan, my 

mind screams at me: “Imagine what would happen if we could get just ONE more American 

to help out here!” 

 

Why NYU? No American university has a greater world vision than NYU. With campuses in 

Abu Dhabi and Shanghai and so many international academic centers and study abroad 

opportunities, NYU shares my multinational worldview. I hope to share my experiences with 

open-minded classmates and professors, and I hope to learn from their perspectives, too.  

From its location in Manhattan, NYU offers the world. Armed with an amazing education and 

a global perspective, I hope to graduate NYU as a global citizen, fluent in English, Spanish, 

and Urdu, ready to take on any challenges that I may face, or encounter.  

  



 

 

This Why essay explains how the author came to understand the philosophy at Reed College and how it 

fits her own. 

 

It never occurred to me that I could potentially become a mad scientist and maybe even enjoy 

it. I always thought that my heart belonged to culture, art and languages, not Calculus and 

Physics. I was ecstatic when I visited Reed and learned that I could substitute subjects that I 

enjoyed for those that didn't really excite me. Though by the end of the day, my perspective 

had changed; I could actually picture myself working on the student-run nuclear reactor.  

 

My high school experience was the farthest thing from traditional. I tried to create my own 

individualized path within a system that tries to group everyone together. Reed does that as 

well by giving students a map and the chance to pick a route to follow. “Reedies” are treated 

like adults, and in return are expected to act like them. This shows the level of maturity that 

Reedies possess. For example, upon arriving, I met a group of current Reedies who were 

welcoming, friendly and eager to go out of their way for not only fellow students, but 

potential “prospies.“ 

 

I believe that I too show that level of maturity in many forms. Not only did I graduate from 

high school at the age of 16, but I also (at the age of 15) lived and studied abroad in Flemish 

Belgium for a semester. In addition, I've had the opportunity to travel to over a dozen 

countries. That has not only taught me about other languages and cultures, but it’s given me a 

broader understanding of the outside world. 

 

To a former theatre major from a performing arts high school, being forced to take gym doesn't 

seem like fun. I’d prefer going to an art gallery or music performance. However, the thought of 

being able to dress up in costume and play nontraditional sports in “Retro PE” not only 

appeals to my artistic nature, but also to my childlike wonder.  

 

While on exchange in Flemish Belgium, I learned about Karl Marx in my human behavior and 

philosophy class. Instantly, I was fascinated. I began reading up on Marx and his theories and 

eventually expanded my horizons to Engels and others, even dabbling in some of Plato’s 

theories. I believe that the small, hands-on nature and the seminar-style classrooms that come 

with a liberal arts education are a better fit with my personal learning style. To think that, as 

an undergraduate, I’d be able to do research on and even publish a thesis of my own on 

Marx’s theories is a dream that I never thought would come true. 

 

Portland is an amazing mecca of local art, music and food – and it’s all a short bike ride away. 

Given the thousands of opportunities offered at Reed, ranging from classes to clubs and even 

the Gray Fund, you’d have to be crazy to not want to attend Reed. And although I've loved 

traveling the world, I can't wait to return to Portland!  

 



 

 

This example shows one of the author’s specific interests and how an education at UPenn – on and off 

campus – could help him develop. Although there is some “name-dropping” of course names towards the 

end, the depth of the student’s interest makes these references seem well-researched. 

 

Every day, columns of meticulously recorded numbers were summed up at the bottom of 

sheets of papers. Even more papers planned out target calorie limits for future weeks. As a 

child, I had thought that health simply meant not being overweight, and by seventh grade, I 

finally dipped below the “overweight” categorization for BMI. Yet I thought nothing of the 

food choices I made to achieve my weight goals until I read headlines like “Splenda May Not 

Be So ‘Splendid’ After All.” 

 

Beginning to read ingredient lists, I started to rule out sugar-free gum, Tic-Tacs, and 

Icebreakers that I used to eat, which contained various sugar substitutes. Of course, I began to 

notice other unrecognizable chemicals within the food I was eating. I started to wonder how 

many more harmful chemicals had I unknowingly consumed. 

From there, I started to take note of what I was putting inside of my body, rather than how 

much. I sought out different sources to quantify my nutritional choices. I followed blogs like 

Fully Raw Kristina, read books like The 80/10/10 Diet by Dr. Graham, and watched 

documentaries like Forks Over Knives, all of which promote a lifestyle free of animal products. I 

slowly transitioned to being a vegetarian to a fully raw vegan. At the same time, I realized that 

my sources presented only arguments against consuming meat. 

 

This year, I decided to take ANS 2002: “The Meat We Eat” at UF, a class which is inherently 

pro-meat (it gateways into jobs for the meat industry). The class presented ample counter-

argument to the vegan diet supported by my previous sources, such as its lack of Vitamin B12 

and the lower bioavailability of iron and calcium from plant sources compared to animal 

products. Overlooking various cons in my previous diet, I realized that at this point, there was 

no clear cut answer to what lifestyle is “the best”. Since then, I have switched to being 

moderate meat eater, seeking to remain impartial to the foods I eat.  

 

The possibility of not only taking courses, but also obtaining multiple degrees across different 

schools at Penn, is enticing. I can major in Biochemistry in the College of Arts and Sciences 

while minoring in Nutrition concurrently in both the College of Arts and Sciences and the 

School of Nursing. A Biochemistry major and Nutrition minor would provide me with the 

resources to quantify lifestyles and compare them objectively. Classes like NURS 054: 

“Principles of Human Nutrition”, NURS 112: “Nutrition: Science and Applications”, and BIOL 

017: “Biology of Food” would give me a solid foundation in dietetics.  

 

My classes would not only give me invaluable insight into my own nutritional health, but 

would also enable me to help the community in Philadelphia through Penn’s programs like 

the Food Access Work Group. By being an active member of the Penn community, I hope that 



 

 

I can help youth obtain knowledge about nutrition, life-changing information that I wish I had 

learned earlier.    

  



 

 

This example demonstrates the author’s interdisciplinary mindset and his understanding of UPenn life 

beyond the classroom and campus. 

 

I have always had a keen interest in medicine and business. Although my dad, a radiologist 

and entrepreneur, has been a huge role model in my life, he is not the main fire fueling my 

passions. I'm obligated to contribute to the field that saved my life.  
 

As a child, I swallowed a lithium battery and was hospitalized for nearly a month. The battery 

became lodged in my throat and infected the vertebral bodies of my spinal cord. It is a miracle 

that I am alive today. It could be fate, divine providence, serendipity, good fortune, or simply 

blind luck, but surviving such an experience compels me to make a difference. I want to save 

lives, just as good people once saved mine.  
 

Yet my path will involve not only the field of medicine, but also incorporate my natural 

affinity for business and leadership. My two diverse interests can be coupled together into one 

tangible career in medical administration. This may seem like an unusual combination, but 

with a curriculum that emphasizes interdisciplinary learning in so many schools, Penn fosters 

a well-rounded scholar and facilitates my passion for both medicine and business. 

Interdisciplinary study is what leads me towards Wharton, where I intend to major in 

Economics with a concentration in Health care Management and Policy. 
 

As a "hands-on guy" who naturally finds himself at the forefront of all my activities, I 

appreciate Penn's intelligent connection between academic theory and real-world practice. 
 

In addition to economic theory, I wish to understand behavioral economics, management, 

marketing, and finance. I also wish to study chemistry and biology, and Penn’s academic 

freedom will also allow me to take courses in engineering, granting me the opportunity to 

delve into compelling subjects like Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering.  
 

Working in tandem with its academics, Wharton’s numerous leadership programs allow me to 

further hone the skills I developed in high school. The spirit, culture, and diversity on campus 

simply makes me want to meet others and unite different people. Though there are millions of 

people in Philadelphia, Penn provides an intimate feel that creates a strong bond between 

fellow classmates and the talented professors interacting with the students. The interpersonal 

campus offers not only courses and places to increase my knowledge, but bonds and 

relationships to supplement my education. The College Houses appeal to my sense of 

community and even fuel my athletic preferences; in fact, Penn’s tradition of the College 

House Cup was paralleled at my high school. 
 

Of course, Philadelphia offers expanded opportunities that will offer me enriching experiences 

outside the classroom: museums, internships, and perhaps even a career. Yet to me, 

Philadelphia is an asset of the college; Penn is the destination. Much like the contrasting 

settings of the Quadrangle and the metropolis around it, Penn provides a campus designed for 



 

 

human interaction, but also caters to my diverse, unbounded interests. 



 

 

This UPenn Why example tells a story about the student’s tour and her deep knowledge of the school, 

both of which demonstrate sincere interest.  

 

Of all the college campuses I toured, I remember the University of Pennsylvania’s most 

distinctly. Perhaps this is because I started my visit hopelessly lost: on the way to our 

information session, my parents and I drove up and down Walnut Street at least three times 

before parking somewhere unknown, wandering through The Children’s Hospital by accident 

and walking the rest of the way to College Hall. Or perhaps this is because, standing by 

Benjamin Franklin and observing the activity around me, I felt an energetic sense of potential 

on the campus. More likely, this is because the animated and lively atmosphere of Locust Walk 

that summer evening, even with school out of session and construction going on, sparked my 

intuition. 

 

Penn stands out in its ability to offer students a heterogeneous environment in which to 

challenge themselves. The potential to take classes across the four undergraduate schools and 

pursue a spectrum of interests creates the most flexible and intellectually diverse curriculum 

available. In particular, the College of Arts and Sciences encourages students to explore just 

how interconnected the world of academia truly is. Similarly, at the heart of an 

interdisciplinary field such as mathematical economics is the network that I seek to investigate. 

 

Growing up in a family of biostatisticians, immersed in a field that utilizes statistical models 

and computational tools for analysis of scientific data, I developed an early curiosity and 

appreciation for the real-world applications of mathematical modeling. I relish the challenge 

and complexity of these puzzles, able to neatly decipher order from disorder and provide 

practical solutions to far-reaching problems. Last summer, I had the chance to enhance this 

understanding through a computational research project on the application of novel two-

dimensional materials to smart window technology at the University of North Carolina-

Chapel Hill. My project allowed me to better appreciate the applications of topics learned in 

the classroom and demonstrated how comprehensive and unique a lens mathematics could be, 

taking into consideration a vast range of seemingly unrelated factors and determinants. 

 

Economics is a natural extension of these concepts—an application of the theoretical to a 

practical, observable environment. In my economics class, I became fascinated with the 

relevance of mathematics in economics—how mathematical and computational algorithms can 

be used to predict market performance or explain consumer buying behavior. Penn’s 

mathematical economics curriculum—including the intuitively relevant Algorithmic Game 

Theory, the obscure Modern Convex Optimization, and the comprehensive Introduction to 

Econometrics—appreciates and promotes this diversity of perspective and analysis. The 

breadth of instruction available at Penn would allow me to establish a valuable, strong, and 

relevant educational foundation.  

 



 

 

Penn provides ample resources to support academic curiosity, but education goes further than 

the classroom. Outside of the rigorous, comprehensive curriculum, Penn maintains an equally 

vibrant social community that enriches the academic experience across the campus. Perhaps 

this is what I sensed during my visit. Through campus-wide events—Economics Day is an 

entire day dedicated to the celebration of economic research, even at the undergraduate 

level—and organizations—the Undergraduate Economics Society sponsors lectures and 

publishes an one-of-a-kind undergraduate economics research journal—Penn is most 

committed to and supportive of student interests. For instance, the percentage of students who 

participate in capstone research projects is truly impressive. And, while Penn offers a 

convenient and connected campus, the fast-paced, lively atmosphere of Philadelphia—in 

comparison to the small town where I grew up—is thrilling. Club tennis, the Civic Scholars 

program, exhibits at the Penn Museum and the Philadelphia Museum of Art, and 

ComedySportz improv shows would all contribute to my intellectual and personal growth. 

 

Perhaps I was lucky to get lost. My self-guided tour revealed the intangibles of Penn’s 

supportive, engaging environment that I might not otherwise have found.  

  



 

 

This UPenn Why essay demonstrates how being a legacy (alumni child) should be intertwined with 

explaining how the student intends to make the school his own. 

 

It began during 5th grade recess. As an insecure Hispanic in a predominantly white school, I 

was already well-aware of my golden skin. But when a group of us began bickering over what 

seemed like a game-changing call in kickball, I was forced to fence with words that sliced into 

my chest. “Shut up! You’re nothing but a fruit-picking, brown-faced Mexican!” My family 

being from El Salvador only made the ugliness more ignorant. 

 

That awful moment still resonates with me. Over time, I developed a sense of obligation to 

prevent anyone from feeling the rejection I had felt for being different. My commitment grew 

throughout high school, manifesting through leadership and education about social inequality 

and community building. By leading awareness activities and discussions, I choose to 

encourage students and faculty to celebrate, rather than condemn, people of different 

backgrounds. This isi how I have become known around my high school as “the diversity 

guy.” 

 

Aspiring to learn and effect social change, why have I chosen Penn to guide my future? 

 

Being a double legacy – and growing up around three generations of Penn graduates – I know 

the University of Pennsylvania better than most. I don’t have to look at a website to 

understand how the College of Arts & Sciences will provide me with a comprehensive yet 

defined education while presenting opportunities for the application of my learning beyond 

the classroom. 

 

I have done more than just listen to my family’s stories and read about Penn. Last summer, I 

spent several weeks on campus taking coursework in the Social Justice Research Academy. 

There, I examined the historical and modern importance of overcoming social inequalities, 

capturing a small glimpse of Penn’s hands on-learning while exploring El Barrio, the Mother 

Bethel A.M.E. Church, and Chinatown. For my final project, I utilized resources at the Van Pelt 

Library to conduct research on the correlation between race and quality of public education. 

Unfortunately, after comparing U.S. Census data with a uniform public school grading system, 

I found a direct relationship between the racial composition of schools and their access to 

educational resources. Thankfully, Penn students and professors are already merging topics of 

activism, communication, social justice and education in “research areas” accessible to 

students. With these resources, I can make a bigger difference. 

 

Allowing me to explore human rights issues in the context of social, political, and economic 

influences, Penn’s liberal arts curriculum creates equilibrium between depth and breadth of 

education. The flexible general education requirements allow me to specialize in a field of 

concentration (Communication, administered by the Annenberg School) while taking courses 

like sociology that satisfy different aspects of building a well-rounded person.  



 

 

 

For me, the implementation of knowledge is equally as important as its acquisition. I would 

like to apply my lessons to real world scenarios. Penn’s Academically Based Community 

Service courses emphasize the linkage of theory and practice, offering classes that solve critical 

issues regarding the environment, education, health, and the arts. In taking several ABCS 

courses – which are often conducted off campus – I intend to contribute to projects designed to 

elevate conditions in West Philadelphia and even further beyond Penn. 

 

Yet I don’t need to go off-campus to make a difference. With inclusive organizations such as 

La Casa Hispanica, the Greenfield Intercultural Center, and the International House, I can 

bridge my education and heritage to become more of an activist and enthusiast. Ultimately, 

because I believe that interaction among varying cultures is an essential component to 

improving the status of those in an oppressed state, my natural drive for social equality will 

intersect with a deep examination of contemporary civilization. At Penn, I wish to evolve 

aspects of my community and myself. After all, I have a lot to live up to as “the diversity guy.” 

  



 

 

This “Why” essay takes a different approach, focusing on the depth of the student’s research more than 

what she learned about Babson. 

 

I was impressed when Max, an admissions fellow, told me outside Lunder Hall how he 

combined his business skills and affinity for music to provide greater opportunity for children 

in Mississippi. Even as a college student, Max was applying his management foundation as 

part of a social entrepreneurship initiative.  

 

Where curriculum goes beyond theory, students make greater impact. From reading April 

Chen’s blog about her start-up “‘jugaad’ platform, to talking with Alex Grant about the Babson 

Alumni weekend, to Skyping with Gautheir in Shanghai about his BRICK experiences, Babson 

students share a perspective that goes far beyond the classroom.  

 

Like so many Biz E. Beavers, I believe in finding ways to help others accomplish their goals. 

For several months, I have been working at a branding agency, Unbundled Creative. From 

developing a cohesive story for a GAP clothing campaign in Chicago to focusing a start-up 

paddle board company around a new strategy in Florida, I have learned that branding is an 

important part of messaging, to both staff and market. 

 

Through the integration of core management courses with arts and sciences, combined with 

practice and co-curricular emphasis and opportunities, at Babson, I will turn my ideas into our 

accomplishments.  

 

  



 

 

This is a “Why” essay written for Boston University by a studio artist. Note how he shows not only his 

deep research about BU’s education, but also personalizes the essay by referencing the family debates 

and concerns about his future and how he can address them at BU. 

 

The fine arts drive me. This is my muse and my career path, but I want to be more than an 

artist. To contribute on a larger scale, I need a business education to complement my art. 

 

At Boston University, I can have the opportunity to incorporate business classes with my 

studies. My parents – who are quite traditional and worry about art as a practical future – will 

appreciate this, for they understand how important business skills are to a person’s career.  

 

I will take art classes, especially in ceramics (my favorite), but I am also interested in exploring 

other artistic areas – both studio courses and lectures – offered by BU. A unique one for me 

would be glass blowing. Not having tried it yet, I want to learn this ancient art in Boston’s 

Diablo Glass studio.  

 

Doing my research, I learned how BU integrates schools together. One example was the Arts 

and Ideas in Action. This symposium worked at finding a connection between art and business, 

making sure that students learned not only an art, but also how to make a living from it. This 

kind of opportunity would also make my parents smile. 

 

As someone who learns much better through actual experience, I plan to take advantage of the 

internships found in the Center for Career Development and BU’s On-Campus Internship 

Program. 

 

Passion with practicality. Boston University’s unbounded academic program will help me 

accomplish what my parents, and I, have always wanted. 

  



 

 

This “Why” essay focuses on one important, but not well-known, attribute of UCF.  

 

I am interested in the University of Central Florida because of opportunity. 

 

What piques my interest in UCF is its desire to be “America’s Partnership University.” It is 

uplifting to see how dedicated the school is to helping its students access the best off-campus 

educational opportunities. Although the university provides many programs for students to 

learn by doing, the most prominent feature is experiential learning. For me, this is the best way 

to learn. 

 

Programs such as the Gold Seal Co-Op program would benefit me in so many ways. Through 

this program, I can apply what I learn in the classroom through internships, access advisors 

for support, and create a program tailored to my needs. The University of Central Florida will 

prepare me for my future career by helping me gain the necessary experience I need in order 

to be accepted into veterinary school. 

 

UCF has done a great job of harnessing the assets of Orlando, which has not only more 

internship opportunities, but also more chances for inspiration than, let’s say, Gainesville or 

Tallahassee. Not many students can claim they have found the right college, but I can. 

Education happens beyond the classroom. UCF figured that out decades ago, and through 

Experiential Learning, I’m going to make it happen, too. 

  



 

 

This “Why” essay explains how the student’s interest in business began and then demonstrates the 

student’s depth of knowledge about the business curriculum at USC.  

 

In grade school, I spent hours drawing lines and shapes on my tennis shoes to make them look 

inventive and original. One day, I approached my dad and asked how I could make a profit 

from my art. Soon, I was the proud proprietor of “Mykiks.com,” where I sold a grand total of 

two pairs of shoes (possibly to my mom and dad). The business was short-lived, but my drive, 

creativity, and compulsion to promote my ideas were not. 

 

While my determination and mindset are strong, I know I need fundamental skills. That is 

where the Lloyd Greif Center for Entrepreneurial Studies at USC’s Marshall School of Business 

fits into my future. 

 

The Center’s curriculum will go far to expand my knowledge. The three-course sequence is an 

intelligent way to familiarize me with the fundamentals of entrepreneurship. I can then test 

my ideas by launching my own venture. LGCES’s emphasis on taking advantage of 

opportunities to innovate will allow me to embrace my creative spirit and feed my drive to 

share my ideas. 

 

Perhaps most importantly, USC’s impact is not limited to coursework. The Entrepreneurship 

Seminar Series provides varied and valuable perspectives on the skills and core concepts of 

entrepreneurship as applied to real-life businesses. The Marshall/Grief Incubator ensures that 

students can experience innovation and product development first-hand. 

 

My nature is to be self-guided, but my spirit needs the right environment. USC’s integrated 

curriculum and entrepreneurial focus can help me push past my boundaries and guide my 

path to success. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

This Why essay successfully shows the student’s path and how the University of Richmond could enhance 

her trajectory. The university gave her a full tuition scholarship. 

 

I am not your “typical engineer.” With a wide variety of interests, from politics to art to 

community, I am drawn to engineering because of a love for math and science, but mostly 

because of the opportunity to exercise ingenuity. My goals center around creating positive 

changes within society and creating better lives for people through advancements in 

technology, so to utilize my natural interpersonal skills fully, I need to understand math, 

science, and technology deeply. I wish to aid in more than just technological development. 

Rather, the study of engineering will help me propagate and perpetuate change within my 

communities, both locally and globally.  

 

I think that the opportunities available at the University of Richmond, from the guaranteed 

undergraduate fellowship for research to the small average class sizes, will help me develop 

the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed. Academically, the dual degree engineering 

programs are especially appealing, allowing Richmond not only to provide a liberal 

arts/research blend, but also to offer enhanced curriculum through the resources of Columbia 

University and U-Va. Richmond’s assets go beyond the classroom, allowing me access to the 

capital of the commonwealth and the resources inherent in political hubs, both in the political 

sphere and in the corporate arena. In between my involvement in student government, 

membership in the University of Richmond Equestrian Team, and my undergraduate research, 

I would like to study abroad; Richmond supports and emphasizes that students should learn 

and apply knowledge throughout the global community.  

 

The opportunities at Richmond directly reflect my own goals: learn deeply about math and 

science; learn broadly about structures and industries through interdisciplinary study; feed my 

extracurricular passions; take advantage of access to the political and business core of 

Richmond; and always retain emphasis on interpersonal skills and relations. 

  



 

 

This essay was written by the author of the personal statement titled “Globally Free.” That main essay is 

quite serious, so in this one the author emphasized her usual, light-hearted attitude while being specific 

about her experience during her tour. Madison was admitted to William and Mary, her first-choice school. 

 

Who am I? I’m too reserved to make an attempt at impressing you through faux humor, or 

maybe too sarcastic to write something clever without getting myself in trouble. I’m a person 

of few words, yet I say a lot. If I were an actor, I’d work in cinema, where subtle facial gestures 

communicate on the big screen. But I’m not an actor; I’m as candid as the day is long. 

 

I have something in my bedroom at home that I wish I could show you: my bulletin board. 

I’ve been keeping my keepsakes there since I was young. I have a few ribbons from horse 

shows – only the ones I am most proud of – and a lot of pictures of my friends. One of my 

favorite photos from last Christmas, my boyfriend and me smiling and sitting on Santa’s lap. 

A most special birthday card is covered in spelling words from kids at the orphanage in Kenya 

where I volunteer. My board has two different pom poms on it, and a WHOLE bunch of things 

with my name written out. It’s not easy to find stuff with “Madi” or “Madison” on it. The 

bottom left corner is reserved proudly for a photograph of me as a toddler, laughing and 

picking my nose; allegedly, I spent an entire evening doing this in a very dramatic and silly 

way to get a good laugh out of the adults. Now you know why I try to keep my humor subtle. 

 

In writing about me, I also want you to know that I’ve taken the time to get to know you. The 

first time I visited William and Mary’s campus, it was about fifty degrees and raining. This 

was the last stop on my college tour, and I was beginning to lose hope. I was sick of lectures 

about test scores and housing. One school seemed too pretentious, another too Greek, another 

too metropolitan. But William and Mary felt instantly different. I know it seems naïve to say 

that a college “feels” right, but I’d like to think that my intuition supplemented my 

observations and my internet research to give me a somewhat sophisticated view of your 

school. So what exactly did I see? 

 

My tour guide was energetic and engaging. She was from Ohio, an out-of-stater like me, and 

spoke about her school with unusual enthusiasm. As we walked around campus, the few 

students we passed trudging through the rain actually stopped to say hello. Even in Swem, 

where people were eating sandwiches and reading in massage chairs, students walked by 

cheering us on: “Come to William and Mary!” I had never seen so many people so happy 

while studying. 

 

That’s actually the kind of person I am, someone who likes academics and doesn’t dread time 

in the library. Yet if I’m serious about academics, I’m also serious about connecting with good 

people. And I’m serious about your school. Better yet, let’s make William and Mary my school. 

  



 

 

This is an example of a 150-word Why essay focused on curriculum. Despite “name-dropping,” the 

reference to the university’s professors and research feel authentic. Duke admitted this student. 

 

Holding and feeling a piece of paper is something many take for granted, but the use of an 

artificial prosthetic can make it almost impossible. No one should be deprived of the ability to 

move freely or to feel. My desire is to perfect the neurological connection between human 

thought processes and an artificial prosthesis to help people needing limb replacements 

improve the quality of their lives by experiencing the most natural functions. Because of this, I 

have vigilantly followed the progresses made in engineering, and the Pratt School of 

Engineering impresses me.  With advancements such as those by Dr. Paul Hahn implanting 

the Argus II Retinal "bionic eye," to the incredible research performed by Duke students, I 

know that the Pratt School of Engineering is a best place for me to learn and to make a 

difference in the world, one touch at a time.  

  



 

 

This is a “Why” essay for Notre Dame, which balances the student’s background with the school’s 

culture and academics. 

 

“If you’re Catholic, you must root for Notre Dame.” Although I heeded my dad’s advice, I had 

to move beyond sports to understand what makes Notre Dame so special. 

 

To be honest, I was initially flustered on a campus tour last autumn when my tour guide 

mentioned single-gender dorms. Then I recalled my own experience attending an all-male 

Catholic school. I would not trade the bonds of the past four years for anything, so it became 

easy to look forward to building similar connections in South Bend. 

 

For a future businessman, connections are important, and Notre Dame’s alumni network 

makes a difference. I have seen alumni come from all around the country just to tailgate, but 

the people-network extends to life, not just football. 

 

Yet dormitories and tailgate parties should not be the reasons for college. The Catholic 

tradition of service matters to me, and I appreciate how the Mendoza College of Business 

shares my values. My first corporation, Service Set Ups, was founded to promote benevolence, 

not profit. With the greatest respect to my dad, to me, rooting for Notre Dame means rooting 

for people. 

 

  



 

 

This is an example of a 250-word “Why” curricuclar essay. The author does a good job of explaining both 

his reason to pursue physical therapy and his understanding of the university’s program. Boston 

University admitted him. 

 

Boston University’s Sargent College appeals to me because of its physical therapy program. 

My interest in physical therapy started when I had my first Kung Fu injury. It was during the 

fall of 2014 when I attempted to do a back handspring. When I threw myself backwards, I 

landed awkwardly on my right arm. The momentum of the handspring dislocated my right 

shoulder. Luckily, Sifu Desmond, my Kung Fu instructor, rushed over and popped it back in. 

Unfortunately, the injury never fully healed, so my shoulder was always in pain. After about 3 

months, I finally decided to go see my local doctor, who referred me to the University of 

Florida Health Orthopedics and Sports Medicine Institute. At the rehab center, my physical 

therapist, Michael, told me to do many strange exercises that would help strengthen my 

shoulder. I did what Michael told me, and in 6 weeks my shoulder was back to normal. 

Michael’s guidance and knowledge helped me regain my shoulder movements. My rehab at 

the institute influenced my decision to pursue a career in PT. That leads me to Sargent College, 

where the PT training lab features hands-on learning, a wide range of research facilities, and 

an accelerated 6-year program. One day I too will help others who suffer physical injuries 

regain the function of their limbs. 

  



 

 

This is an example of a 250-word “Why” curricular essay. Because the author had no experience in film, 

she used gender perspective to explain her contribution to the university. While explaining her deep 

knowledge of the school, the author also quickly mentioned that she’d visited the campus, which is a sign 

of demonstrated interest. This student is now studying film at Northwestern. 

 

Not wishing my thoughts to fade into oblivion, I am fascinated with the persuasive power of 

film to comment on the human experience and make an audience emotionally invested in only 

minutes. Yet by age 16, I began noticing the stunning lack of mélange in the gender and race of 

directors and producers, and I wondered whether the perspectives being presented were fairly 

representative. I wish to be an avenue for change, and I feel a strong urge to help fill the 

gender gap.  

 

In the School of Communications at Northwestern, I intend to cultivate and refresh my 

creative expression and make a meaningful impact not only locally, but globally. Viewing 

Northwestern firsthand, I noticed astounding diversity of thought, of ethnicity, and of culture 

on campus and woven into Evanston. The students and staff seem to have malleable minds; 

they are not stuck in one opinion, but rather are able to recognize inconsistencies in reasoning 

and grow from experience. I hope to utilize this diversity to expand my mind and incorporate 

it into my art.  

 

Further, I believe that collaboration is vital to the learning process. My best work comes from 

feedback from others, and Northwestern’s modules seem to encourage an environment of 

cooperation over competition. Northwestern offers abundant real-world experiences that 

enthrall me: student-run social media, organizations specifically encouraging female 

leadership in film, and internships from NBC. Add in its emphasis on global networking – 

immersing oneself in a foreign culture leads to greater understanding and novel perspectives – 

and Northwestern promises the kind of “direction” that a budding film creator needs to 

develop a less-biased view of the world.  

 

  



 

 

This is a 350-word example of a Why essay for NYU’s Tisch school. It demonstrates the depth and breadth 

of the author’s research into different academic methods, then explains the student’s likely contribution to 

the program. This was written by the same student who authored the “Comic Relief” personal statement, 

and it hints and expands upon that other essay towards the end. NYU said yes. 

 

I am interested in NYU not just because it’s in New York City – the theater capital of the world 

– but also because of the Tisch School of the Arts. Before visiting NYU last summer, I 

researched the differences in drama programs, from conservatory style to the holistic method. 

Although I recognized some advantages of a holistic program, before I visited I thought I 

needed a conservatory approach. That changed when I learned firsthand about NYU’s blend 

of “rigorous conservatory training and broad-ranging academic education.” This clicked for 

me, as I started to realize how important it is for an actor to have a deep understanding of the 

world. Developing intelligent opinions is important because actors should be responsible as 

role models and leaders. An understanding of the real world also helps an actor immerse 

himself in a fictionalized one. I admire NYU’s studio system and feel that I can trust the school 

to place me wherever I would benefit most. Every studio seems like a suitable place for me, 

and from what I've come to understand from friends who study at Tisch, the faculty and 

students become your family. NYU/Tisch's BFA drama program is exactly what I feel actor 

training should be. Add to that a diverse and intelligent student body, and the most high-

energy city in the world, and I know I have found the kind of drama education that I want. 

There are other great options, but none beat NYU. 

 

As for what I can offer NYU, it has always been my mission to make people happier and give 

them energy. Cinema, television, and the stage are my favorite springboards for positive 

change on a broad scale, but I can inject enthusiasm and an upbeat attitude into anything. I've 

done it not only onstage, but also with my high school football team and in my service to 

disaster relief programs, including helping families ravaged by the devastating Alabama 

tornado of 2011. NYU and Tisch will gain a dedicated student, one who will collaborate with 

and support his fellow students while striving to be his best in every moment. If I can bring 

one thing with me to NYU, it will be my desire to inspire. 

  



 

 

This is an example of a “Why” essay for NYU’s Stern school. The author leaves little doubt about his 

experiences and potential contribution to the class.  

 

I was brought up in a business-minded family: my father is an IT specialist in the family 

business that tenders products into Kenya, and my mother is an accounting and finance 

specialist. Having experienced an American business mindset from my summer programs in 

the United States, I have seen large differences in the ways businesses are run in Kenya versus 

the western world. In Kenya, there are no distinctions between primary and secondary 

business functions, especially with regards to the financial sector. There is always a constant 

flow of reinvestment and development in the East African region, particularly in 

entrepreneurial ventures, where principals tend to reinvest profits rather than claim salaries. In 

the U.S., businesses deal with fewer transparency problems than we do in Africa. Even the 

government’s influence on business is controversial; President Uhuru Kenyatta is being tried 

by the International Criminal Court as an indirect co-perpetrator on various charges, some 

linked to government intervention into the private sector. I believe that I can contribute a 

different perspective of “the business world” to my American classmates, and I’d like to bring 

back more innovative 21st century solutions to our African companies that still toil within 20th 

century methodologies.  

 

So why have I picked NYU for my future?  

 

I am confident that the NYU Stern School of Business could help me solve global problems in 

the business and community sectors. With its two degree-granting campuses in Abu Dhabi 

and Shanghai and its many international academic centers, NYU shares my international 

mindset. A good example of this outlook is how students from Stern Business School went to 

Brazil over the summer to analyze how the World Cup affected the Brazilian economy. Of 

course, for a business student, there is no greater learning ground than New York. Having 

visited NYU on numerous occasions, I believe that no other college in the region is able to offer 

as much as NYU does. I appreciate the way the lectures are more hands-on and interactive, 

and how the courses are based on real-life case studies. On top of that, an incredible 21,000 

internship opportunities each year provide students with the experience required for 

successful futures.  

  

My fit within NYU’s global community feels organic to me. It’s as if I can see New York from a 

Kenyan window, and I look forward to seeing Kenya and the world beyond with diverse 

Sternie perspectives.  

  



 

 

This is an example of an NYU essay written by a student pursuing fashion but with an interdisciplinary 

and global mindset. 

 

Fashion hooked me at an age younger than most. When I was ten, my mom brought home a 

piece of luggage, encased in a burlap bag for protection. While everyone else admired her new 

purchase, I fashioned the bag into a dress, paired it with a belt and feather hat, and began 

modeling my creation in the living room. I am still captivated by the fashion industry, but my 

interests extend beyond its creative spectrum. I aim to apply marketing analytics to the 

creative and ever-evolving world of style. 

 

I love the paradox of creativity. When asked whether art is meant for the artist or the audience, 

my reply is “both.” I see both the designer and the purchaser as using fashion for personal 

expression. Through haute couture, designers enjoy the most deliberately unlimited forum for 

expression, a rare circumstance in an era so focused on political correctness. For purchasers, 

decisions about what to buy and what to wear are also personally expressive, not just in what 

to adopt, but also in how to pair items together in new ways. On both sides of fashion, what 

has come before deserves respect but must always take a back seat to new ideas that constantly 

push boundaries. I want to study the artistic expression of fabric and use marketing analytics 

to calibrate the sociological adoption of new ideas using business metrics and monetary 

concepts.  

 

My goal is not to design, but to analyze, so a personalized concentration will enable me to 

apply business metrics to this creative industry. I seek a multifaceted platform to support my 

uncommon approach to fashion, including coursework in Global Market Management, 

Consumer Behavior and Strategic Analysis at Stern; Quantitative Reasoning: Problems, 

Statistics, and Decision-Making at the College of Arts and Sciences; and Practicum in Fashion 

Business at Gallatin. Guest professors like Christine Beauchamp of Ann Taylor and the 

incorporation of internships into the curriculum means direct learning from industry leaders. 

Best of all, NYU’s “Global Network University” model encourages a travel course in Italy, a 

semester in London, and global study opportunities that will open doors to the fashion hubs of 

the globe. Known for an education that spans far beyond the limits of one campus, NYU 

provides an ideal environment to study an industry as global as fashion, with a business 

mindset. 

 

  



 

 

This is an example of a 350-word “Why” curricular essay. The author shows how he found his academic 

path, but also how his academic philosophy matches and can supplement the work being done at the 

university. This student was accepted to Johns Hopkins. 

 

I don’t recall precisely when or how I learned about Johns Hopkins. In my family, JHU has 

always been well-known as a world-renowned medical nirvana. Yet what I’ve learned about 

Johns Hopkins on my own impels me to apply. 

 

There is no doubt that the Johns Hopkins professors and intellectually-enriched atmosphere 

will not only educate me, but also cultivate my desire to learn. At Hopkins, learning isn’t 

limited to the classroom. Although the classes provide the resources and guidance to think at 

the next level, I can learn by doing at the Johns Hopkins Hospital and other research centers. 

 

Like many students, I am captivated by research opportunities. Yet my style of research isn’t 

typical.  

 

Because I believe that mathematics is extremely useful in explaining the world with through 

numbers, I see biological research from a mathematical perspective. I want to apply 

mathematical applications to cancer research, using statistical models to predict the growth of 

a tumor.  

 

My interest in cancer research developed when I took a biology course at a nearby college. 

When my instructor told us about the reasons why cancer is difficult to cure and how one 

ongoing research effort was harnessing mathematics, I had to find out how mathematics could 

be used in this way. To my surprise, the researchers were constructing complex statistical 

models to examine tumor growth and ascertain how the tumors responded to different 

therapies.  

 

At Johns Hopkins, there is currently research revolving around the effect of different variables 

on certain stages of cancer. For example, the study “Phase I study of the Mebendazole in 

Newly Diagnosed High-Grade gliomas” researches how the drug mebendazole alters the 

growth of brain tumors. However, I don’t clearly see the mathematical side in this research. By 

using mathematics, we can track the growth tumors, transforming factors such as size, number 

of connected blood vessels, and age into variables of an equation. This would allow the 

prediction of the growth of tumors, and thus provide insight into limiting tumor growth and 

developing potential cures. 

 

My goal is to use math to provide important information in order to find a cure for cancer, and 

I believe that Johns Hopkins has the supportive environment and resources to reaching this 

goal.  

  



 

 

This is an example of an essay written for UPenn. When the author says that she did her research, she 

wasn’t kidding: all of the information in this essay about Wharton was confirmed through a telephone call 

with the admissions office. She did her job right. 

 

I have done my research. I scoured the website for clues, talked to an undergraduate student 

over the phone to find out how Wharton teaches, and even read the Daily Pennsylvanian for 

insight into student life. What I found are important distinctions between Wharton and other 

colleges: the cohort system, the interactive classrooms, and the interdisciplinary opportunities. 

All three mesh with who I am.  

 

I am the one who draws attention away from over-hashed ideas, towards novelty. I try to see 

the big picture from multiple perspectives. I look to the minority to see why it’s different than 

the majority. I am an antagonist with good intentions, and I see myself in how Wharton 

professors teach, how the students interact, and in the learning approach. 

 

The cohort system is based on interaction and connection. It is a collaborative environment 

that promotes exploration and experimentation. I am attracted to communities where I have 

the ability not just to learn in a classroom, but also from the people. I thrive around people. I 

enjoy talking to others to help build upon my existing knowledge by witnessing different 

perspectives. What I like about Wharton is that I will be able to investigate new things in a 

highly supportive, interactive environment. To me, the lessons of Wharton are human lessons. 

 

Wharton professors value the chance to talk with students, even in lectures.  Classes are often 

about finding a new way to look at things, like streamlining operational management. 

Wharton students are rarely silent, and neither will I be. In Socratic seminars, I am usually the 

first to put forth an idea. I don’t mind setting the tone for discussions. I don’t worry about 

being wrong; I am more captured by the emphatic and subtle lessons of a group discussion, 

where everyone has the chance to contribute. I like to hear different voices. I prefer to offer the 

contrary opinion, the solution that others neglect, so that we all can examine our thoughts in a 

different way.  

 

But what draws me most to Wharton is its interdisciplinary mindset. Although my desire to 

major in business didn’t blossom until last summer, everything I had done had some 

relationship or connection. In debate, I cultivated an interest in public policy and international 

affairs. In psychology, I developed my love for behavioral science, which I shall incorporate 

into my Management concentration. I have checked out cryptocurrencies, conversing with a 

student at NYU-Stern about the opportunities that digital processes could give to communities 

with limited access to capital. What I know is that Wharton will let me study all of these 

things. Its subjects are integrated, and its classes often flow into each other. This holistic 

approach will sharpen my comprehension of every subject on the broadest basis. 

 



 

 

So, why Wharton? I always seek fresh perspectives. I want to find new trends, and set them as 

well. 



 

 

This is an example of a longer “Why” curricular essay. The author explains not only her diverse 

academic perspective, but also explains her knowledge of Cornell’s educational philosophy. Cornell 

admitted her. 

 

There was a time when I found myself looking for inspiration, and I found it in outer space. 

For three November weekends, my dad and I followed Neil DeGrasse Tyson on tour. We 

traveled to New Orleans, New Jersey and New York, asking him questions personally every 

show until the last show, during which he recognized and pointed to me. “You must have this 

presentation memorized by now!” Of course, during the after-show book signing, I made the 

excuse that I was on college visits. 

 

As someone who plans to pursue international affairs, it’s always funny to see my friends’ 

expressions when they walk into my bedroom, which is covered in Cosmos posters yet lined 

with books titled “Weird History 101” and “The New Czar: Putin.” Despite being the 

President of Model United Nations club and Vice President of Social Studies Honor Society, I 

am known around school as the space-crazed geek. I have never actually traveled to space, but 

that is not necessary, at least not yet. I dual enrolled at the local community college to take 

astronomy courses that are not offered at my high school. I admit that, on a few occasions, my 

mom had to call in an excused absence because I had been up all night reading Feynman, 

Tyson, Dawkins, Krauss and most notably, Carl Sagan. There is something encouraging about 

the recognition of how little we know. 

 

However, I don’t think that the educators at Cornell University will be surprised by my 

intense dichotomies. Cornell appreciates the power of “and.” Look past the borderlines of the 

fourteen colleges and schools, and there is emphasis on virtually boundless educational paths. 

I am inspired that “Classical and Contemporary Inquiry” is one of the foundational pillars of 

Cornell, fusing knowledge of the past with observations of today for better solutions. This 

encapsulates the potential I sense in relating history, language and politics with science. 

 

If there’s one matrix for my nature, it’s observation and commentary on the human condition. 

Broad-based and stubbornly refusing to give away my multitude of interests in favor of some 

career “passion,” I am interested in comic books and cosmology; Asian, Russian and American 

history; trivia and physiology; screenwriting, the make-or-break marketing of trailers, and the 

development of film series; economics, journalism and philosophy. I want to learn more, not 

focus on less, and academic diversity is Cornell’s powerhouse.  



 

 

This is an example of a longer “Why” curricular essay. By virtue of the depth and breadth of her 

explanation of how Tulane makes sense for her future, the author leaves little doubt that Tulane was her 

first choice.  

 

For as long as I can remember, it has been my desire to be a lawyer. After all, my mom always 

said that arguing came naturally to me. Then, when I attended the Sundance Film Festival, I 

realized that I also had a love of film that extended beyond just sitting in a movie theater. This 

was an unbelievable opportunity not only to see incredible films at their inauguration, but also 

to speak with and learn from the directors, writers, editors and actors who created them. In 

Park City, I recognized that through entertainment law I could practice my love of advocacy in 

the entertainment industry.  

 

That “eureka” moment happened during my sophomore year. In my junior year, I joined my 

school’s morning news program to learn more about the production side of media. By the end 

of the year, my teacher named me the Executive Producer of the show. I was lucky enough to 

return to Sundance that year, now even more motivated to learn as much as I could about the 

behind-the-scenes of filmmaking. By my senior year, I had registered for a law studies class to 

familiarize myself with a basic understanding of the legal system. My career and life path was 

cemented. 

 

That path leads me towards Tulane for college. One of the intelligent philosophies of Tulane is 

the interdisciplinary mindset, encouraging students to double major. Over one-third of 

students do so, and so will I. My plan is to double major in political science and digital media 

production. While I could double major almost anywhere, only Tulane offers the amazing 

opportunity for undergraduates to pursue early entrance and guaranteed acceptance into 

Tulane Law School through the Prelaw Early Acceptance program and the 3/3 program. Add 

in Tulane’s resources to help students find internships and career pathways using the 

internship database and the Tulane Career Services Center, and my ability to reach my 

professional aspirations can be realized. 

 

Since my campus tour last April, I have had my heart set on Tulane. My intuition immediately 

spoke to me, but I did my research. Although I read about the small class sizes, 9:1 student-to-

faculty ratio, and over 110 study abroad programs, what moves me most is the Tulane spirit. 

As the first private university to implement a community service requirement for graduation, 

Tulane wants its students to feel like involved members on campus and off. This can be seen 

not only through the TIDES requirement, but also through NOLA based traditions such as 

Crawfest, the freshman Riverboat Dinner Cruise, and the “second line” at both freshman 

convocation and graduation. I found this same spirit in the Tulane students I met, exemplified 

by a streetcar ride I took after touring the school, where I was joined by my tour guide Dylan 

Perez and three of his classmates. The group enthusiastically answered the million+ questions 

that I threw out about the curriculum, the campus life, and even the best places to eat on 



 

 

campus. While others might have been annoyed by my newfound fanaticism, these Tulane 

ambassadors only smiled and offered their help. 

 

Tulane speaks to me, perhaps because we have similar voices. Tulane’s community focus 

strongly attracts me, including the university’s public service requirement. To me, community 

service is not about “hours,” it’s about heart. I have been playing soccer my entire life, and so I 

decided that there could be no better way to share my athletic passion with others than to do 

so by teaching children to play. This past year, I began volunteering as a youth recreational 

soccer coach and found the experience both exhilarating and rewarding. I left the field each 

night feeling like I not only shared my love of the game, but also that I taught the kids about 

having a positive attitude even when they couldn’t win (which was often). Coaching youth 

soccer is something that I would hope to continue beyond my high school years. Tulane offers 

me a supportive gateway to continue teaching children both the rules of the game and 

sportsmanship. Having the opportunity to give back to the community is equally as important 

as finding a career path. 

 

Yet I am excited by how entertainment law, and Tulane, can allow me to combine my skill sets 

with my passions. Tulane’s merger with the community of New Orleans is evident even in the 

entertainment field, exemplified this past summer by the Contemporary Hollywood Film 

Industry course that gave participating students the ability to obtain firsthand experience in 

how the film industry works. New Orleans serves as a perfect backdrop not only for a rich 

cultural experience, but also because the film industry is booming here, overtaking California 

and New York as a top location for film production. Not everyone all moves, but I am a huge 

fan of 22 Jump Street and Scream Queens, both of which were filmed not only in New Orleans, 

but on the Tulane campus. Actually seeing the locations in person that I had seen on the screen 

was nothing short of awesome. 

 

Why Tulane? Here I will be able to have the intimacy of a small campus where I can build 

relationships with the faculty and my fellow students, plus the resources of a strong research 

institution. The opportunities are inspiring, allowing me to move into my career by combining 

legal training with an understanding of the multiple facets of filmmaking, all the while 

exercising my community-minded heart. No other school offers me such a unique blend of all 

that I want for my future … with beignets to boot! 

  



 

 

This is an example of a 500-word “Why” curricular essay. The author explains not only how he found 

his unique path, but also demonstrates an intelligent understanding of Georgetown’s educational 

opportunities, both on and off campus.  

 

For as long as I can remember, business has been a part of my life. My father, a partner in 

KPMG, is my role model and someone I’ve wanted to emulate. I have been fortunate to work 

alongside him and his colleagues through shadowing and unofficial internships, developing a 

businesslike mindset. Yet although I am certain that business is my career direction, I am not a 

typical Wall Street aspirant. 

 

Being unskilled with a paintbrush, my passions still follow creativity. Art history began as an 

infatuation but evolved into an integral part of my life. In high school, I was inspired to learn 

about Picasso, Goya, and Cezanne, who called to me in 10th grade and every day since. 

Traveling to places like Florence, Paris and Taiwan has added to my artistic understanding. 

Just as the Old World made priceless contributions to culture through art, I want our modern 

world to benefit from artistic creativity. 

 

So why have I decided on Georgetown to guide my future? 

 

Finance and art history may seem like an unlikely pairing of polar opposites, but for me they 

are intertwined. I wish to build a career that utilizes business concepts to create an artistic 

legacy. The McDonough School of Business prides itself on being a business school with the 

foundation of a liberal arts education.  

 

McDonough’s 40-course requirement starts with both liberal arts and business cores and 

provides access to a wide variety of electives, allowing me to include art history as a second 

major or perhaps a minor. This planned versatility will give me the knowledge and confidence 

necessary to merge my creative and professional interests. 

 

I believe that art is a key not only to humanities, but also to fields such as foreign affairs. When 

masses of people congregate to appreciate artistic expertise, the mutual enjoyment of the work 

dissipates the notion that everyone is somehow different. My mission is to bring people 

together using aspects of both art and business. 

 

I believe that the best chance at my goal is through McDonough, and specifically the Global 

Business Fellows Program. This innovative program will not only expose me to understanding 

other nation’s cultures, but will also provide the tools necessary to succeed in breaking down 

walls. The interdisciplinary curriculum, global experience component, and public policy focus 

are all equally integral to my future. Here, I can put my affinity for art to a practical 

application. 

 



 

 

I also look towards Georgetown’s non-academic stimuli for inspiration. Being right outside of 

the nation’s capital, as well as being situated in one of the most vital urban settings in the 

United Sates, Georgetown offers accessibility to political and cultural diversity while having 

much to offer right at home. Especially for me, the variety of art museums, including 

Spagnuolo, ConnerSmith and the Phillips Collection, add to the value of Georgetown.  

 

The words “unique opportunity” are grossly overused, but for me it’s true: Georgetown 

University offers the educational environment that fits my personality, learning preferences, 

and life goals. 

  



 

 

This is an example of a longer “Why” curricular essay, used for Harvard’s optional essay. The depth and 

breadth of the author’s experience and understanding of Harvard’s educational opportunities is 

impressive. 

 

Innovation has limited utility if it is unavailable on a global scale. The Harvard Clinical and 

Translational Science Center and laboratory of Nanomedicine and Biomaterials within the 

Harvard Engineering School would provide me the engineering foundation and opportunities 

to develop new medical technology. With the ability to design my own curriculum at Harvard, 

I would also have the flexibility to take marketing classes within the Harvard Business School. 

This would allow me to attain the marketing and business acumen to make life-changing 

improvements accessible to others. Effective dispersion of new technology requires facility in 

communication, an understanding of "buyer" behavior, and the business sense to balance the 

cost-benefit analyses of both the supplier and the consumer. I could merge my knowledge 

gained in the business school with nanotechnology and other scientific innovation to develop 

products that are not only beneficial to society in terms of health or mechanical structures, but 

also affordable so that even the low-income sectors can receive the benefits of new and more 

effective drugs and cures.  

  

After spending a summer at a nanotechnology program at UPenn, I have come to realize that I 

wish to pursue nanotechnology into the future. I loved my final project, which involved 

research on nanovectors and their applications in the treatments of Hemophilia B. Due to their 

small size and special properties of the nanoscale, nanoparticles used for in-vivo drug delivery 

are "programmed" to restrict the release of a drug to specific targeted sites within the body and 

to deliver this drug at a controlled rate. The use of proteins and gene therapy in conjunction 

with nanoparticles limits the toxicity of the active drugs, leaving patients with little to no post-

treatment side effects. 

 

Harvard students are already conducting research on Adenovirus-associated virus 

vectormediated gene transfer in Hemophilia B, so I am encouraged that I could continue to 

conduct my research in Cambridge. Nanotechnology and nanoparticles are shaping the 

futures of medicine, manufacturing, and sustainable energy, and Harvard is an innovation hub 

for nanotechnology in which I would delight to participate. I am inspired by various projects 

conducted by Harvard students, such as using multinuclear polymeric nanoparticles as robust 

protein nanocarriers, and using emerging nanotechnology approaches for HIV/AIDS 

treatments and potential cures.  

 

At Harvard, engineering students collaborate with their MIT cohorts in the MIT-Harvard 

Center for Cancer Nanotechnology Excellence, bringing medical advancement projects to life 

at a quicker pace due to the cooperative environment and sharing of resources. I look forward 

to collaborating with students at MIT and using facilities at both schools to design medical 

products that benefit society, while also creating long-term relationships with the students at 

MIT to expand my engineering network.  



 

 

 

This science has inspiring possibilities, and beyond the lab work there are tremendous and 

fascinating challenges to bring innovation and knowledge to patients at a faster pace. In 

medicine, the economics and the distribution of innovation is a critical component of any cure. 

Medicine is about the patient, the doctor, the scientist, and those who connect them through 

the complex network of enterprise, regulation, and government. By combining the economics 

with common interests, marketers and scientists are continuously bringing innovative 

solutions to make the entire process more affordable and less painful. I wish to join this effort.  

 


